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the automatic procedure of the organism taking no notice of
the sentient phenomena of its subject Those phenomena
indeed, when they have once gained their mysterious
entrance, set out upon a history of their own: feelings by
recurrence running into mental habits, and by their varieties
constituting different affections, but, whatever be then com-
plexities and laws of combination, hardening, it may be, the
mental habits into permanent instincts, and organising the
affections into formed character, the root of the whole growth
is m a new and hyperphysical initiative. there cannot be
recurrence, without something to recur, or variety without
something to be varied; and the datum which undergoes
this process, and first renders experience possible and starts
its history, is the undeduced and undeducible one of feeling
or consciousness. The reason for specially accentuating it is
that it presents itself as a clear addition to the nature of the
living being, and not as a mere fresh adjustment of the
oiganism in relation to the external conditions.

Once equipped with this new departure, the evolutionist
may resume his continuous course and pursue it far with-
out pause or hitch; only that now he advances along the
line not of physical but of mental laws, and transfers him-
self for guidance from the naturalist to the psychologist.
From the base of sentient life to the higher operations of
intelligence the giadations of ascent are so little sensible,
that there is nothing inconceivable in the passage from
each to the next: indeed, so large a portion of the distance
is traversed by every infant Humboldt or La Place, that
Time alone (of which there is no stint) seems needed to
twine the whole into one unbroken thread. By the help
of well-known laws, the association of ideas, the process of
abstraction, the organisation of language and predication,
it becomes possible to show how the raw material of
animal sensation and perception may be worked up into
intellectual tissue of the fmSst order. So long as the
thinking process is traced onward to more and more
elaborated forms, as in a continuous direction, there is